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SUBJECT: Domestic Partners 
 
Assembly Bill 205 (Goldberg), as enacted on September 22, 2003, made the following changes 
to California law: 
 
Section 297.5 of the Family Code is added. 
 
This act gives registered domestic partners the same rights, such as community property rights, that 
are granted to and imposed upon spouses in a civil marriage.  In addition, this act specifies that a 
domestic partner shall use the same filing status for state income tax purposes that was used or would 
have been used for federal income tax purposes.  Further, this act specifies that earned income may 
not be treated as community property for state income tax purposes.   
 
This act is effective January 1, 2004, and states that the community property provision is operative 
January 1, 2005. 
 
This act will not require any reports by the department to the Legislature. 00000000 
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